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ABSTRACT:

The Mexican government's policy against Left-Wing members led to the escalation of the activity of Mexican political parties with
communist orientations in 1949, as well as the transformation of the Soviet embassy in the capital, Mexico City, into a propaganda
center to spread communist ideology in all Latin American countries via influencing the intellectual and the cultural life in Mexico
and consolidating Communist members in the Mexican trade unions and organizations that aimed to strengthen the anti-American
force in the Western Hemisphere, which raised the concern of the American administration, which directly dealt with to confront
the communist movement in Mexico, and used various means to confront it via directing the Mexican government policy against
the Communist movement in the country and has taken the propaganda style as an interface to influence Mexican public opinion.
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Introduction

The United States of America devoted a great
importance to its relationships with Mexico, and
placed it within an international security context,
being the main gateway to Latin American
countries, and their connection to the ninth longest
border in the world for a distance of up to two
thousand miles from the Atlantic Ocean to the
Pacific Ocean, and the problems that occur on one
side of the border it necessarily has consequences
on the other side, after the end of World War 11 in
1945, the world witnessed the decline of the old
great powers and the rise of two great powers
represented by the United States of America that
led the Western camp, and the Soviet Union that
led the eastern camp within the framework of the
Cold War, and at a time when the regional defense
was Solidarity in the Western Hemisphere is a
priority in US foreign policy, the Soviet Union
sought to strengthen its relations with Latin
American countries, especially with the most
important country that shares land and sea borders
with the United States of America. Besides,
Mexico refused to raise the issue of anti-
communism in order to preserve the country's
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sovereignty from the American hegemony, after
two centuries of suffering because of the political,
the military and the economic interference of the
United States of America in its affairs, in a way that
serves the American interests at the expense of the
development and prosperity of the Mexican people.

The position of the United States of America on
the Communist movement in Mexico 1949-1953

Mexico and the United States of America had
formed since 1949, an Implicit deal as long as
Mexico refrained from supporting the Soviet Union
or adopting any communist practices in its political
system, the United States would not interfere in the
internal affairs of Mexico, and after the United
States made sure of the stability of its southern
border with Mexico and the northern part with
Canada turned its attention towards the Cold War
conflict in Europe and Asia, and although Mexico
benefited from the US policy by not interfering in
its internal affairs, the United States completely
ignored Mexico, and neglect became the most
frequent topic in its foreign policy towards its
southern neighbor during early 1949 , at a time

when Mexico was firmly committed to the
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Organization of American States (OAS) it was
able to develop a prominent position among other
Latin American countries through its declared
policy of non-interference in the policies of Latin
American countries, as it was generally accurate in
performing its duties in this regard, it opened the
door to asylum and received communist political
exiles from those countries and granted them the
right to asylum in Max. This raised the doubts of
the US administration about the sympathy of the
Mexican regime with the communist movement.

The government of Mexican President Miguel
Aleman1946-1952 tried to hold the stick in the
middle by preserving its diplomatic relations with
the Soviet Union on the one hand, and with the
United States of America on the other hand, for two
reasons: the first is that the Soviet Union emerged
victorious from World War 1l, and it became a
great power and the only country that was friendly
and loyal to the peoples and governments
concerned with protecting their sovereign rights,
and the second reason: to ease Mexico's strong
political and economic dependence on the United
States and at the same time, the Aleman
government was sharing with the United States its
anti-communist confidence after it became the
revolutionary party (PRI) governing Mexico and
one of Washington's most followers.

It seems that the barrier of distrust between
Mexico and the United States has continued despite
the political and the economic rapprochement
between the two parties and this explains why
Mexico continues to maintain its diplomatic
relations with the Soviet Union.

While the American administration pressured the
Aleman government to bring it in line with its anti-
communist policy, President Aleman tried to win
its approval by taking several measures against the
communists in the country, as he used various
methods to weaken the Mexican Communist Party
(PCM) from within, Among those methods were
the infiltration of Mexican police agents into the
party and the exploitation of the weakness of some
members to turn them into loopholes and spies, in
addition to accusing Left-Wing members in his
government of colluding with international
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communism, and thus they were marginalized from
political life especially after the sources of the
Central Intelligence America Agency revealed in
March 1949, about contacts that were taking place
between the Mexican Leftist leaders and the
Communists in Colombia, which prompted the
Mexican Communist Party to take defensive
measures by monitoring intelligence agents in the
Mexican government, and forming a wide Front of
the masses in the country to defend what His name
(peace, democracy and national independence) to
face the increasing political and economic
pressures from the United States (), after the
Mexican Communist Party distanced itself from
the regime of President Aleméan under the pretext
that it surrender to the demands of the US
administration and abandoned the basic principles
of the Mexican revolution. In April 14, 1949, the
CIA found a letter from the Spanish Communist
Party to the Soviet embassy in Mexico City, which
contained instructions to The Communist Central
Committees in Mexico in order to coordinate
efforts against the United States, and urged the
governments of Latin American countries to show
solidarity with communism.

The CIA also received information about the
activities of the Communist Party in Mexico and
appointed reliable members of the party, among
whom was a clever Spanish writer- the document
did not mention his name - for the purpose of
preparing classified data that the CIA described as
dangerous and against US interests.

The Mexican Communist Party was not the
only party to adopt Marxist principles and goals,
however, the president of the Latin American
Workers' Union, Vicente Lombardo, Toledano
(1938-1963), had adopted those principles,
especially after President Aleman exiled him along
with the Left-Wing members of his government,
especially after the Lombardo Toledano
establishing the Popular Party (PP) in 1948, which
adopted Marxist principles, and its attempt to
search for a formula that would enable it to oppose
the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party without
offending the Mexican government. However, the

USA Central Intelligence Agency described most
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of the activities opposing the Mexican regime as
(communist and subversive) , especially after the
CIA revealed in May 1949 that Lombardo
Toledano sought to visit Moscow, and
consequently the concerns of the US administration
were exacerbated as a result, along with, some of
the Opposition political parties in Mexico used to
call their nationalist slogans, and reports from the
CIA and Mexican intelligence described them as
members of Marxist organizations, but most of
them were not as described by those reports, as
facts and myths were mixed together as soon as
they adopted national slogans, which created a
climate of suspicion and distrust between the US
administration and the Mexican government on the
one hand, and the Mexican political opposition on
the other .

The concerns of the United States increased
after the Mexican Communist Party received
instructions from the Soviet Union in August 1949,
which confirmed the holding of the "Peace and
Democracy" conference in the capital, Mexico
City. The CIA explained that the instructions
instructed the Communist Parties in the Latin
American countries of Reducing the pro-Soviet
rhetoric in order to encourage intellectuals to join
the conference” and indicated* the willingness of
prominent Cuban communist figures - not
mentioned - to attend the Mexico City conference” .

The Continental Communist Peace Conference
was held in the capital, Mexico City, between 5-12
September 1949, in which more than a thousand
delegates from all Latin American countries
participated. As a result, the United States of
America realized that the democratic spring in the
Western Hemisphere had withered under the
conditions of The Cold War, especially since the
Communist  Conference was aimed at
strengthening the anti-American force throughout
the Western Hemisphere, and the Soviet Union had
great interest in strengthening its relations with the
Latin American countries, and thus with the most
important country that shares land and sea borders
with the United States. The conference was held
with a support by the Mexican Marxists, beginning
with the painters Diego Rivera and David Alfaro
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Siqueiros to the labor leader Lombardo Toledano,
as was attended by the President of the Cuban
Socialist Party Juan Marinello (1944-1961), who
attacked US policy in the countries of Latin
America, in a speech he delivered at the conference
on September 12, 1949, in which he called on the
people of the Americas, as supporters of peace, to
work and unite against the policy of the United
States of America, while, Lombardo Toleda
delivered his official speech in the conference,
through which he launched an indirect attack on the
nuclear monopoly of the United States of America,
saying: "Scientific progress was the legacy of all
mankind and did not belong to one country.” He
also criticized the companies that took a
headquarters in the United States of America and
were operating as monopolistic companies in Latin
America, accusing the United States of seeking to
establish economic colonies throughout the
countries of Latin America. Lombardo Toledano
denied that the Soviet Union has any connection to
the conference or that it belongs to communist
origin, and this is a great contradiction to his
speech, when he said: "It was the Soviet Union
Deep peaceful endings, and that those who lit a
horrific fire of the war, are nothing more than the
tails of the United States of America” Lombardo
Toledano also insisted on that the Soviet Union was
the most powerful force for peace, and while the
goal of the United States of America was to launch
the Cold War to impose capitalism on the world,
The Soviet Union was ready to wage an
unforgiving war if necessary to achieve peace in
the world
The final statement of the Continental Communist
Peace Conference in the preamble to its decisions
referred to the necessity of combating nuclear
weapons and mass destruction, as well as calling on
governments and peoples to reject the policy of
aggressive blocs The communist press in various
Latin American countries supported the peace
conference and described it as a successful step
towards achieving Global peace.

It seems that most of the political speeches at
the Mexico City conference have directed all the

accusations against the United States that struck the
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sovereignty of the Latin American countries, and
despite the speech of Lombardo Toledano in
support of the Soviets, but he tried to absolve the
Soviet Union of his relationship with the
conference, in order not to show the impression of
the oppositional political orientations to the United
States in Latin America, which was carried out
under the pressure and aid of the Soviet Union.
The proceedings of the Communist
Conference in Mexico raised the concern of the US
State Department, and it realized that the Mexican
government was not concerned enough about the
spread of communist activity in Mexico, and the
communist threat in the country was not fully
appreciated, and the tolerant position of the
Mexican government allowed Mexico to be used as
a center for Union Soviet activities in Latin
America., in addition to that, the Soviet embassy in
the capital, Mexico City, is considered the second
largest Soviet embassy in the world, and the
Soviets used it as a main center for spreading
communist ideology and coordinating activities
with the Communists in various parts of Latin
America, although the Mexican government did
not have any role in convening the Communist
Conference, but the US State Department
described communist activity in Mexico by saying:
“It 1s almost as if Mexico hopes to mediate
someday between the free world and the
communist world.” This came after the speech
delivered by US Secretary of State Dean Acheson
Acheson (1949-1953) in front of the Organization
of American States on September 19, 1949, in New
York, in which he referred to the rising tide of
communism in the Caribbeaz and the areas close to
it, saying: "The counter conspiracy have brought a
state of political turmoil to the region, a position
that the United States of America strongly
condemns, being an offense to the fabric of the
integrated system between American countries"
Acheson pledged that his country would make all
efforts (to combat aggression and conspiracy to
defend democracy and peace) in the Western
Hemisphere
It seems that President Aleman's repressive
policy against the local communist members was
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not enough in the view of the US State Department,
in light of the presence of the Soviet Union in the
capital, Mexico City, whose activities and
diplomatic relations with the Mexican government
raised the concern of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs about the possibility of influencing the rest
of the popular movements in Latin American
countries taking advantage of its deteriorating
living conditions.

The Mexican communist organizations were
not large or cohesive and stable, but they may be
influential, as the communists played an important
role in the political and the cultural life in Mexico
since the early twentieth century until the fifties,
and at the time the Aleman government suppressed
local communists and other activists, it provided a
safe haven for accused foreigners Communist
affiliation, including many American writers,
artists and painters, as well as Communists exiled
from South America. It is worth noting here that
communism since its inception was a sect of the
toiling class of workers, while the educated class of
Latinos joined it, and the reason for this lies in the
prestige of this class and its influence over the
public opinion in Latin America.

Since the early 1950s, the Mexican
government has responded to the US policy of
suppressing the communist movement, due to
Mexico’s need for American investments and fear
that the United States will suspend its investments
in Mexico if the Mexican government shows an
increased interest in communism, as well as
defending the legitimacy of the government inside
Mexico from During the anti-communism, along
with calming US fears of communist activity in
Mexico, which contributed to Mexico's indirect
support for US foreign policy in the framework of
the Cold War, via using the Federal Security
Directorate (DFS) (1947- 1985), and with the help
of the Central Intelligence Agency, which provided
technical and logistical support to Mexico, as well
as equipment for spying on the phone, and on June
20, 1950, the CIA formed the Communist Latin
American Media Committee to collect and provide
information and data with the Communists in

Mexico which enabled the Security Directorate
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Federalism to monitor the activities of Mexicans
active in the Labor movements and members of the
Left in general, and to monitor the Mexican
Communist Party, and monitoring the exiled
Communists from the United States of America to
Mexico in particular, and the last result of the
internal conflict between the Mexican government
and the United States on the one hand and the
Communist movement in Mexico on the other
hand, was the establishment of a third communist
party under the name of the Mexican Workers and
Peasants Party (Partido Obrero y Campesino
Mexicano (POCM)). 1950, it is a mixture of
political factions made up of separated members of
the Mexican Communist Party, including members
of railroad unions, who were more interested in the
principle and ideology of Communism, as well as
their stated goal of the need to unite the Mexican
Marxists into one strong political party, Which
prompted the US administration to increase
pressure on the Mexican government of Aleman to
hand over all American Communists exiled in
Mexico to the United States, in order to strike
communist activity in Mexico and this coincided
with the convening of the eleventh National
Congress of the Mexican Communist Party in the
period between 21 and 21 November 25, 1950, in
the capital, Mexico City, which opened its sessions
by reading the list of participating delegations to
verify the presence of the majority of members of
the Communist Parties of other Latin American
countries, the conference issued a statement on the
hegemony of the Mexican ruling regime over its
people, which stipulated that “The Aleman
government, which represents the great merchants
and landowners, applies a reactionary policy of
aggression against the Mexican people, and its
betrayal of the people's interests and the principles
of the Mexican Revolution, and in light of this
circumstances, the government of Mr. Miguel
Aleman, which was initially described by the Tenth
National Congress of the Communist Party as “the
progressive bourgeois government,” has ceased to
take the reactionary path, linking Mexico with the
policy of American aggressors eager for war, and
making major concessions to the United States of
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America. The conference indicated that the
Mexicans were persecuted by the United States, as
well as suffering from the domination and
persecution of the Mexican government.

The American administration was closely
observing the movements of the Communists in
Mexico, and their gathering at the Mexico City
conference led to its invitation to hold the Fourth
Conference of Latin American Foreign Ministers
during the period March 26 to April 7, 1951, in
Washington, DC. The conference sponsored by the
organization of American States revealed a
profound divisions over security and economic
development in the Western Hemisphere, and in
order to consider problems of an urgent nature that
concern Latin American countries in a common
way, the Latin American delegations at the
conference demanded the improvement of living
standards by the United States of America and its
support with American military and economic aid,
and The US Congress agreed to grant US aid after
the United States realized its importance as the best
defense against communist infiltration or any
external threats.

The United States implemented the American
aid program for Latin American countries under
the Mutual Security Act in April 1951, after US
President Harry Truman approved it on October 10
of the same year, which used to authorize military,
economic and technical assistance to countries of
Asia, Europe, and Africa, In addition to Latin
America, as nearly five hundred thirty-five million
two hundred fifty thousand dollars were allocated
to Latin American countries in military aid, and
two hundred thirty-seven million and fifty-five
thousand eight hundred and sixty-six dollars in
economic aid, to consolidate and preserve peace in
the Western Hemisphere. The aid program also
emphasized training for Latin American officers in
counter insurgency technology and use them as a
weapon against communism, as well as the
intervention of the Central Intelligence Agency in
every Latin American country to contain the spread
of communism.

The CIA, in cooperation with the Mexican Federal

Security Directorate since 1951, has been involved
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in deporting many American communists from
Mexico to the United States by illegal means, that
is, without the knowledge of the Mexican courts,
and according to the testimonies of some
communists that they were beaten and detained by
force and forced to leave Mexican territory to the
United States, and habeas corpus American courts,
and among them was the American Communist
leader Gus Hall who was arrested in the capital
Mexico City in September 1951, and was deported
to the United States, appeared before the American
court, and was sentenced to five years
imprisonment, which led to the Mexican
Communist Party forming a permanent committee
on the issue of asylum, and in turn lodged a protest
with the Committee for the Defense of Human
Rights in Mexico, to clarify its position on the
violations against the Communists in Mexico. The
Mexican Human Rights Committee published a
statement in which it indicated, "The illegal
deportation led to Mexico's loss of national
sovereignty".

Although all the American exiles did not raise
any problems in Mexico, however, the pursuit of
them was part of the campaign launched by the US
embassy in the capital, Mexico City, against the
activity of the Communist movement in Mexico,
and the American ambassador William O. Dwyer
(1950- 1952), has sent a memorandum in 1951 to
the US State Department in which he summarized
the campaign in two stages: the first stage was to
conduct a personal campaign to convince the Latin
American countries of the personal danger that
would threaten them in case the communism
assumed power in any country of the Western
Hemisphere, while the second stage was the use of
media, especially the Mexican anti-communist
newspapers, with the US embassy officials
monitoring the implementation of that campaign,
to be a main weapon against the anti-American
communist influence in Mexico especially after the
growing Soviet propaganda campaign in Mexico,
on September 15, 1951, the CIA indicated that "the
Soviet embassy distributed free tickets in Mexico
to attend the screening of Communist films until a
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number of Mexican theaters were filled with large
crowds of people”.

The United States of America used its embassy
in the capital, Mexico City, as well as the Mexican
press, including the newspaper Excelsior as a
means of disseminating information about the
activity of the Communist movement in Mexico,
and accordingly, the US embassy exercised
intensive pressure on the Mexican government to
hand over the American Communist Party leaders
in The United States, who fled to Mexico, and the
US embassy’s anti-communist campaign was
effective only in convincing Mexican government
officials of the dangers of communism and exiled
communists in Mexico. The embassy expressed
concern about the lack of interest shown by
Mexican government agencies in countering
communist activity in Mexico, as well as the lack
of control of the Mexican Federal Security
Directorate over the telephone communications
between the communists inside the country, in the
final report of the campaign, which was sent by the
American ambassador, William Odero, to the US
State Department on October 1, 1951, in which he
described the Mexican position towards
communist activity by saying: "The government
and the Mexican people were generally negative
about anti-communism",.

The Communists have achieved a greater
penetration in Mexico compared to their numbers,
as the Mexican Communist Party did not have
more than ten thousand members, and the
Communist People's Party did not exceed fifty
thousand members and this breakthrough was
achieved by artists, writers, and school teachers
and their great influence on the intellectual and the
cultural life in Mexico, as well as the Communists
firmly entrenched in trade unions and
organizations, and despite these concerns, US
officials spent several months assessing the internal
situation in Mexico, and despite the fact that
communism in Mexico does not bear much weight
or pose any threat to US-Mexican relations,
however, the US State Department held the
communist movement responsible for some of the

difficulties that the United States of America faces
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in its relations with Mexico, and in this politically
tense atmosphere, the US administration realized
that using the propaganda method in Mexico is
much better than political messages, especially
since most of the Mexican citizens lack the
necessary knowledge to comprehend political
messages, and if the propaganda content is clear,
the cooperation with communist ideology is likely
to disappear, as well as gaining the trust of the
Mexican people, through the focus on topics close
to their daily lives, such as land cultivation, animal
husbandry, disease control, and others.

It seems that the United States relied on the
cultural aspect, and took it as an interface to
influence public opinion in Mexico, especially
after it realized the importance of mobilizing public
opinion against the Soviets due to the growing
communist ideology in Mexico .

Since 1951, the US administration has given
print companies, publishing institutions, and
libraries in the United States political pamphlets in
the English language to prepare Spanish copies that
can be distributed throughout the countries of Latin
America, and based on that policy, the Biblioteca
Benjamin Franklin (BBF) has been transformed in
the capital. Mexico City became an American
media center, and it began publishing many Latin
American books, in addition to American books, in
order to conform to the new rationale for the US
propaganda operations. Officials in the libraries
complained about this imposed policy, but they
ultimately ~ complied  with ~ Washington’s
instructions, as it was imposed. The United States
of America took control over the radio stations in
the capital, Mexico City, by preparing programs
and films aimed at discrediting Soviet works and
comparing them with American facts, and among
them was a drama of realistic episodes that shed
light on the methods of the Soviets in Latin
America, as it filmed an American student named
John Joun who lives in one of the Latin American
towns, and his character sheds light on the
advantages of living under a democratic system
which is prevalent in the town, compared to the
completely opposite way of life prevailing under
the communist regime, and the aim of this drama
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was to win the Mexican people and inform them
about American foreign policy, and correct
misconceptions about the United States of
America, which were inspired by the communists,
as well as an attempt to expose the errors of
communist doctrines and practices The United
States of America showed great interest in the
Mexican news agency, and imposed on the latter to
publish Washington news among the Mexican
people, and this interest came after the CIA
obtained in February 1952 Soviet reports stating
that the embassy of the Soviet Union in the capital,
Mexico City, established a company to distribute
Soviet news and films in Mexico and the rest of
Latin America, and the CIA prepared it as evidence
of what the Soviet Union was intending to do, using
Mexico as a base for propaganda operations to
spread the communist ideology in the Western
Hemisphere.

It is evident that the US administration
realized that the tone of the political messages was
not positive in urging the Mexican government to
oppose communist activity in the country, and the
situation must be contained by launching a cultural
war and appealing to Mexican public opinion
alongside capitalism, and that war was represented
by using various American propaganda methods
such as radio and movies, newspaper articles,
books and publications. However, it was unable to
win the feeling of the Mexican people toward the
United States of America and the memories of
American hegemony were present in their minds.

Despite the attempts of the Communists in
Mexico to confront the American cultural war in
the country, the communist movement in Mexico
had witnessed an internal struggle since September
1952, and its members often disobeyed the
directives of its leaders, and members of the
Mexican Communist Party cooperated with
members of the Workers™ and Peasants’ Party,
when they were the leaders of the two parties in a
bitter struggle, which led to the weakness of the
Communist Party in the face of external pressures,
and many members have relapsed or avoided
belonging to the Communist Parties entirelz. The

main factor of the weakness of the Communist
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Mexican movement is the inability of the president
of the Mexican popular party, Lombardo Toledano,
of establishing a solid base between the Mexican
federations after turning his attention to
international affairs and opposing the American
administration.

It can be said, in the early beginnings of the
Cold War, it began as if Mexico was able to escape
from the political, the economic and the social
turmoil that other Latin American countries have
experienced, as a result of the policy that President
Miguel Aleméan followed towards the Leftist
members in government institutions, and that
policy generated a cold war in Mexico itself
between the Mexican government and members of
the Left .

Conclusion:

-The United States of America realized how
dangerous the communist movement in Mexico on
the rest of Latin America, especially since it was
almost unique in comparison to other communist
movements, as it did not include one party but three
communist political parties, the Mexican
Communist Party, the Popular Party, as well as
Workers 'and Peasants' Party.

-The US administration initially used Miguel
Aleman’s government as an internal weapon to
confront the Communists, but it realized Aleman's
lack of seriousness in his obligations to restrict
their movements, with the presence of the Soviet
embassy in Mexico, which served as a center for
Soviet activities in the country.
-There is not much evidence indicating that Mexico
was completely drifted into an anti-communist
campaign as the United States wished. As for the
Aleman government's practices against the
communists, they were no more than symbolic
practices aimed at satisfying the United States.

-Although the United States of America used a
policy of cultural warfare against the communist
movement, that policy was not able to end the
communist presence in Mexico, which worried the
United States of America for later years.
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